
Observer(s): 

Location 

Comments 

Start time 

Visit information 

Marsh Watch Prairies - Checklist 

Date  End time 

Species Checklist 

BIRDS Count 

Ducks and Geese  

Canada Goose  
 

Blue-winged Teal  
 

Green-winged Teal 
 

Northern Shoveler  
 

Gadwall  
 

American Wigeon  
 

Mallard  
 

Northern Pintail  
 

Canvasback  
 

Redhead 
 

Lesser Scaup  
 

Ruddy Duck  
 

Bufflehead  

Grebes 
 

Pied-billed Grebe  
 

Horned Grebe 
 

Eared Grebe 
 

Red-necked Grebe 
 

Western Grebe 
 

Clark’s Grebe 
 

 
 

BIRDS Count 

Rails 
 

Virginia Rail   

Sora  
 

American Coot  
 

Yellow Rail  
 

Shorebirds 
 

American Avocet  
 

Black-necked Stilt 
 

Killdeer  
 

Marbled Godwit   

Willet   

Wilson's Snipe   

Wilson's Phalarope  
 

Terns 
 

Black Tern  

Common Tern  

Forster’s Tern  

Common/Forster’s 
 

Bitterns & Herons 
 

American Bittern  
 

Least Bittern 
 

Great Blue Heron 
 

BIRDS Count 

Raptors 
 

Northern Harrier  
 

Wrens 
 

Sedge Wren  

Marsh Wren  
 

Sparrows 
 

LeConte's Sparrow  
 

Nelson's Sparrow 
 

Blackbirds 
 

Yellow-headed Blackbird   

Bobolink 
 

Red-winged Blackbird  
 

Warblers 
 

Common Yellowthroat  
 

Other Birds 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

AMPHIBIANS Chorus 

Wood Frog 
 

Boreal Chorus Frog 
 

Leopard Frog 
 

Canadian Toad 
 

Plains Spadefoot Toad 
 

Great Plains Toad 
 

Grey Treefrog (MB) 
 

Cope’s Grey Treefrog 

(MB) 

 

Spring Peeper (MB)   

  

Other Birds Count 

  

 
 

 
 

 
 

  

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

Incomplete checklist (you are still learning) Complete checklist (you can ID most birds on this list) 



Quick Reference Material 

Call Code 1 Individuals can be counted; there is space between start of calls. Calls of 
individuals of the same species do not start at the same time. 

Call Code 2 Some simultaneous calling. This code is assigned when there are a few 

males of the same species calling simultaneously. There are breaks in the chorus, 
individuals can be reasonable estimated. 

Call Code 3 Full chorus, calls are constant, continuous and overlapping. Individuals can't be 
distinguished; sounds like a wall of sound. 

Amphibian Call Codes 

Cryptic marsh bird calls (more often heard than seen) 

• Sora - Per-weep, Whinny 

• Virginia Rail - Tick-it tick-it tick-it, grunting 

• Yellow Rail - Tick-tick tick-tick-tick (like tapping two stones) 

• Pied-billed Grebe - Ow-whoop, hyena (laughing duet) 

• American Bittern - Pumper-lunk 

• Least Bittern - Coo-coo-coo-coo-coo 

• Marsh Wren - Musical gurgling rattle 

• Sedge Wren - Similar to Marsh Wren, more mechanical, like a sewing machine with intro notes 

• Common Yellowthroat - Wichity-wichity-witch 

Key field marks for common drakes on the water (find the white!) 

• Mallard - White collar, green head, yellow bill, brown breast 

• Gadwall - Grey with all black rear 

• Northern Pintail - White spur up side of neck, brown head, long tail, long neck (elegant proportions) 

• Northern Shoveler - White flank with big rusty patch, large dark spatulate bill, green head 

• Blue-winged Teal - White crescent on blue face, black and white rump 

• Green-winged Teal - White spur on forward flank, green eyeshadow on reddish head 

• American Wigeon - White forehead, pinkish sides, black and white rear 

• Canvasback - Bright white body (think white canvas), distinctly sloped head, red head, black rear 

• Redhead - Red head with grey body and black rump 

• Lesser Scaup - Black with grey back and white flank (dark front/back and light in the middle - Oreo) 

• Ruddy Duck - Rusty red overall, white cheek, bright blue bill, small and compact with tail often up 

• Bufflehead - Big white patch on back of head, black and white body, tiny bill, tiny duck. 

Horned Grebe 

(in pairs) 

Eared Grebe 

(in groups) 

Ruddy Duck Canvasback 


